remained outside the law. However limited in scope, any accommodation of religious diversity was normally the result of hardfought political compro mises and of rather uneasy social acceptance of the presence of heretics when it proved impossible to eradicate them. Peaceful coexistence between reli gious communities in Central Europe was in most cases not the result of gen eral backing for any abstract ideas of religious liberty. Rather, strategies to accommodate or to repress dissidents and heretics were hesitantly developed within the context of widespread support for religious unity both for spiritual reasons and because uniformity of belief was assumed to be a cornerstone of political and social stability. Tolerance of religious diversity proved to be both fragile and reversible in Central Europe as across the Continent as a whole. It is now broadly accepted that there was no rise of toleration as a feature of European modernization. Writing about the history of religious tolerance has also shifted away from an earlier focus on the texts written by some advocates of religious liberty. Historians have instead paid greater attention to political processes of accom modating rival religious groups, to the precise legal rights extended to religious minorities, and to the everyday social experience of living with neighbours who were also heretics. Tolerance and intolerance in Central Europe is consid ered here through an examination of the strategies and policies adopted by state authorities and local communities to deal with the problem of religious diversity in a fluid and changing social and political environment.4
The Politics of Tolerance and Intolerance
The political and social structures of Central Europe's empires and monarchies were crucial in shaping responses to changing patterns of religious loyalties.
